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TOWN OF LUNENBURG COUNCIL MEETING AND SWEARING IN CEREMONY 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2020 AT 6:00 P.M.  

LUNENBURG FIRE HALL, 25 MEDWAY STREET  

IN PERSON AND VIA ZOOM/YOUTUBE LIVE BROADCAST 
             

      
PRESENT:  Mayor Matt Risser 

Councillor Jenni Birtles 
Councillor Melissa Duggan 
Councillor Stephen Ernst 
Councillor Ed Halverson 
Councillor Peter Mosher      
Councillor Susan Sanford 

                                  
ALSO PRESENT:  Kelly Cunningham, Recreation Director 
   Heather McCallum, Assistant Municipal Clerk 
   Bea Renton, Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk 
                                                                                                         
 
1. Call to Order  
 
Mayor Elect Risser called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. He welcomed everyone to 
the 2020-2024 Council elect swearing in ceremony. 
 
Motion: moved by Councillor Mosher, seconded by Councillor Ernst to approve the 
agenda. Motion carried. 
 
2. Acknowledgement of Mi’kma’ki the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq 

People 
 
Mayor Elect Risser spoke of Lunenburg’s location on the unceded territory of the 
Mi’kmaq People.   
 
3. Singing of “O Canada” - Mary Knickle, Jane Chiasson and Amelie Leefe. 

4. Council Election 2020-2024 declaration of results pursuant to section 129, Municipal 
Election Act by the CAO/Clerk 

 
The CAO/Clerk spoke of the record high voter turn-out of 64.1% with 1243 of 1939 
voters casting a ballot in the Town’s first electronic election during a global 
pandemic. This demonstrated an exceptional level of civic engagement since the 
Town’s official incorporation on October 31, 1888 over 132 years ago.   
 
She noted that section 129 of the Nova Scotia Municipal Election Act requires that at 
the first regular or special meeting of Council after the time for applying for a recount 
which ended on October 27 without note, the Town Clerk shall declare elected the 
candidates having the largest number of votes. She declared the following successful 
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candidates as the duly elected members of the Town of Lunenburg Council 2020-2024 
as per the Recapitulation Sheet (Schedule “A”): 
 
Mayor Elect Matt Risser with 955 votes of 1939 voters. 
 
And in alphabetical order –  
 
Councillor Elect Jenni Birtles with 672 votes. 
 
Councillor Elect Melissa Duggan with 686 votes. 
 
Councillor Elect Stephen Ernst with 759 votes. 
 
Councillor Elect Ed Halverson with 555 votes. 
 
Incumbent Councillor Elect Peter Mosher with 726 votes. 
 
And Councillor Elect Susan Sanford with 838 votes.   
 
Congratulations were extended to the new Council members and appreciation to the 
Returning Officer and other election officials for a successful election process.  
 
5. 2020 - 2024 Town of Lunenburg Council Elect Swearing In Oath of Allegiance and of 

Office and Code of Conduct Statement Signing 
 

 Municipal Election Act, section 147  “Council Member’s Oath of Allegiance and 
of Office” 

 
 Town Procedural Policy “Code of Conduct for Elected Municipal Officials - 

Statement of Commitment to Councillors’ Code of Conduct”  
 
Mayor Elect Risser signed the “Mayor’s Oath of Allegiance and of Office” and “Code of 
Conduct for Elected Municipal Officials - Statement of Commitment to Councillors’ Code 
of Conduct” which the CAO/Clerk witnessed (Schedule “B”). 
 
Mayor Risser next witnessed each Councillor Elect’s signing of these documents 
(Schedule “B”).  Following which he offered congratulations on being officially sworn in 
as the 2020-2024 Town of Lunenburg Council. 
 
6. Singing of “Rise Up” - Mary Knickle, Jane Chiasson and Amelie Leefe. 

 
7. Chief Deborah Robinson, Acadia First Nation, remarks 
 
Chief Robinson offered welcoming remarks and best wishes to the newly elected 
Council.  She spoke in support of the Town’s Anti-Racism Special Committee 
particularly in view of recent Nova Scotia news events.  The Town’s positive initiative 
with the establishment of the Committee is critical for a positive and inclusive future for 
all Nova Scotians and in particular our youth.  Through this important work the Town of 
Lunenburg and Acadia First Nation will together be able to pursue new growth 
opportunities together.   
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8. Mayor Risser, remarks 
 
His Worship thanked Chief Robinson for her attendance this evening and supportive 
comments.  
 
He also expressed appreciation to the Provincial and municipal officials and other 
ceremony participants, plus Council members’ families and friends in attendance and 
those watching on line the swearing in ceremony. He noted the many historic firsts for 
the election of this Council: one of the youngest Town Councils Lunenburg has ever 
had; the first Council with Councillor gender parity; and the first Council to include a 
person of colour. These are all notable milestones in our progress as a community and 
as an organization. They are to be applauded.  
 
The new Council recognizes that over the next four years, it will require careful 
planning, hard work, and determination to navigate the challenging and changing times 
in which we now find ourselves. The election of a new Council marks a significant 
opportunity to refresh our thinking and update our perspective. It also provides a 
renewed opportunity to build upon our relationships with neighbours and partners, many 
of whom are represented here tonight. Council’s path forward is clear. The 
Comprehensive Community Plan developed through the Project Lunenburg process has 
identified the issues we need to focus on and provided sound guidance on how to 
confront them.  Implementing this agenda is Council’s priority, as is modernizing the 
Town’s governance and organization to better serve it, and enhancing public 
engagement so that it is realized in ongoing collaboration with our community. While 
Council is mindful there will inevitably be detours and difficulties along the way, together 
they look forward in hope and optimism to a bright future for the community.  

 
9. Adjournment 

 
His Worship adjourned the meeting at 6:35 p.m. 

 
__________________________ 
Bea Renton, CAO/Clerk  
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