
TOWN OF LUNENBURG  
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING (WATER RATE STUDY) AGENDA 
Tuesday, March 17, 2026| 5 pm  
Lunenburg Town Hall – Council Chamber  
120 Townsend Street  

NOTICE: Council meetings are open to the public and held in Town Hall. Please use the back 
entrance at 120 Townsend Street. The public can also watch meetings through Zoom. To 
livestream this meeting starting at 6 pm, use this Zoom link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82349697464  

Please note that all Council meetings are livestreamed through Zoom and meeting recordings 
are archived on the Town’s YouTube channel.  

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
This meeting takes place in the traditional and ancestral territory of the Mi’kmaq
people. We are all Treaty people.

3. ADDITIONS/ DELETIONS TO AGENDA

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
4.1 March 17, 2026, Special Council Meeting

Recommendation: That Council approve the agenda for the March 17, 2026, Special
Council meeting as presented.

5. PRESENTATIONS
5.1 Town of Lunenburg Water Rate Study

Recommendation: That the Town of Lunenburg apply to The Nova Scotia Utility and
Review Board for changes in its rates for Water and Water Service, Fire Protection and
changes to its Rules and Regulations for customers served by the Lunenburg Water
Utility, as set out in the Water Rate Study prepared by G.A. Isenor Consulting Limited in
association with Blaine S. Rooney Consulting Limited.

6. ADJOURNMENT

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82349697464
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaNdga-SvBqK1icCc__7yYQ


Subject: Water Rate Study 

 From: 
 
Lisa Dagley, Director of Finance 
 

Date: March 17, 2026 for Special Council Meeting 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Recommendation  
 

To approve the following draft motion regarding the Water Rate Study: 

Draft Motion 

Moved and seconded that the Town of Lunenburg apply to The Nova Scotia Utility and 

Review Board for changes in its rates for Water and Water Service, Fire Protection and 

changes to its Rules and Regulations for customers served by The Lunenburg Water 

Utility, as set out in The Water Rate Study prepared by G.A. Isenor Consulting Limited in 

association with Blaine S. Rooney Consulting Limited. 

 
Alternatives  
 

 Deny the request.  

 Modify the request 

 Refer the request to a committee  
 

Background  

The operating budget for the Water Utility for fiscal 2025/26 included undertaking a Water Rate 
Study. That study has now been completed by the Town’s Water Rate consultant team of Gerry 
Isenor and Blaine Rooney and the study is attached as Schedule A to this cover memo.  

Discussion and Financial 
 

The Consultant team will be on hand to review the report with Council during the Special 
Budget meeting of March 17, 2026. The study covers three years, fiscal 2026/27, 2027/28 and 
2028/29. 

  



Residential changes are as follows: 

2026/27 8.5% 

2027/28 9.8% 

2028/29 7.5% 

 

Commercial changes vary depending on service type: 

2026/27 8.9% to 12.5% 

2027/28 9.4% to 10.7% 

2028/29 7.0% to 7.9% 

 

The consultants have also provided a Rate Comparison chart for and is attached as Schedule B. 

Communications  

Submitting a Water Rate Study to the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board requires certain 
advertising to rate payers. Staff will ensure all legislative advertising requirements are 
completed. This item will also be advertised via the Town’s website and social media platforms 
as well. 

 

Attachments  
Schedule A – Water Rate Study  
Schedule B – Rate Comparison Chart 
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Lunenburg Water Utility Comparison of Water Rates *

Average 

Consumption 

Rate in Cubic 

Meters/Quarter METRIC CONVERTER

56.8                   12,500.00 Imp. Gallons/Quarter

56.8              Cubic Meters/Quarter

Updated: 6 March 2026 $ $ $ $

Water Utility

 5/8" fixed 

charge Quarterly

Rate/ 1000 gal Rate/ cubic 

meter

Quarterly Bill    Date Rates effective

New Minas, Village of 30.09 3.51 0.77 74.01 April 1, 2024

Kentville, Town of  (Proposed) 34.01 4.04 0.89 84.57 April 1, 2026

Amherst, Town of (under review) 39.49 4.06 0.89 90.29 April 1, 2025

Digby, Town of 34.46 5.87 1.29 107.92 April 1, 2025

Antigonish, Town of  (under review) 53.91 4.79 1.06 113.86 April 1, 2025

Port Williams, Village of 60.61 4.27 0.94 114.05 April 1, 2018

Wolfville, Town of 48.07 5.32 1.17 114.65 April 2, 2025

Lawrencetown, Village of 62.76 4.41 0.97 117.95 April 1, 2013

Baddeck, Village of  (under review) 40.61 6.27 1.38 119.02 April 1, 2024

Truro, Town of 63.44 4.45 0.98 119.13 April 1, 2015

Pictou County 65.88 5.22 1.15 131.21 April 1, 2019

Yarmouth , Town of 54.87 6.27 1.38 133.34 April 1, 2018

Oxford, Town of 101.99 2.82 0.62 137.28 April 1, 2025

Antigonish County Water Utility  (under review) 60.72 6.18 1.36 137.99 April 1, 2022

Canning, Village of 52.87 7.11 1.57 141.85 April 1, 2025

Stellarton, Town of (under review) 61.85 8.19 1.46 144.80 April 1, 2025

Richmond County 50.19 8.04 1.77 150.76 July 1, 2025

Port Hawkesbury, Town of  (under review) 67.75 6.85 1.51 153.48 April 1, 2016

Cape Breton Regional Municipality 62.25 7.58 1.67 157.14 April 1, 2025

Bridgewater Water Utility 76.37 6.61 1.46 159.04 April 1, 2024

New Glasgow, Town of (Proposed) 68.75 7.48 1.65 162.50 April 1, 2026

Westville, Town of 59.50 8.85 1.95 170.30 April 1, 2023

Lunenburg, Town of (Proposed Residential Unmetered) 103.94 6.47 1.43 184.85 July 1, 2026

Middleton, Town of 92.17 7.72 1.70 188.76 April 1, 2025

Inverness County 64.37 10.44 2.30 195.05 April 1, 2025

Greenwood (Mun. of the Co. of Kings) 67.95 10.36 2.28 197.61 April 1, 2016

Annapolis Royal, Town of (Proposed) 95.16 8.49 1.87 201.41 April 1, 2010

Queens, Region of 38.78 13.03 2.87 201.85 January 1, 2026

Cumberland County 75.94 10.71 2.36 210.03 April 1, 2025

St. Peter's, Samsonville & Area 84.00 11.21 2.47 224.34 October 1, 2025

Annapolis County Water Utility  (under review) 103.47 12.21 2.19 227.90 April 1, 2021

Stewiacke, Town of 66.87 13.09 2.88 230.69 April 1, 2021

West Hants Regional Water Utility 78.81 12.30 2.71 232.79 April 1, 2025

Bridgetown Water Utility 82.56 12.21 2.69 235.37 April 1, 2020

East Hants Water Utility (Proposed) 47.37 15.38 3.39 239.98 April 1, 2026

Pictou, Town of 78.73 12.94 2.85 240.66 April 1, 2025

Shelburne 105.89 11.35 2.50 247.94 April 1, 2018

Trenton, Town of 86.13 14.76 3.25 270.79 April 1, 2025

Mulgrave 136.98 10.88 2.40 273.34 April 1, 2018

Debert, Colchester County 90.82 9.20 3.22 273.77 October 1, 2025

Canso - Hazel Hill Water (under review) 85.60 16.00 3.52 285.60 April 1, 2024

Tatamagouche, Colchester County 106.83 15.07 3.32 295.47 October 1, 2025

Sherbrooke,  District of St. Mary's 90.68 16.48 3.63 296.93 April 1, 2025

Mahone Bay 119.58 15.80 3.48 317.32 April 1, 2021

Victoria County Water Utility  (under review) 109.50 31.14 6.86 499.27 April 1, 2024

Median 184.85 8.19 1.77 184.85

Mean 191.26 9.45 2.09 191.26

High 499.27 31.14 6.86 499.27

Low 30.09 2.82 0.62 74.01

* NOTE: This Comparison Sheet May NOT be up to date

Schedule B
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